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Why do we have a census?
Everyone benefits from the census. The 
information helps decide how services are 
planned and funded in your area. 

This could mean things like doctors’ 
surgeries, housing or new bus routes.



Census 2021 facts
• The next census will take place on 

Sunday 21 March.

• We’ll focus on engaging with everyone, including 
under-represented and hard-to-reach groups.

• Help will be available for people who need support 
to take part online.



⚉ 6,242 people gave their religion as ‘Heavy Metal’ in 
2011.

⚉ In 2001, 390,127 people gave their religion as ‘Jedi’ 
after Star Wars. Ten years later, this had dropped to 
176,632.

⚉ Harry Houdini was visiting a friend on the night of the 
1911 census and listed his occupation as Mysteriarch. 

Three fun census facts...



For the first time, it will be a primarily online census, 
making it easy for most people to complete the census on 
any device: for instance, phone, tablet or computer. 

While the census will be digital first, paper questionnaires 
will be available to those who need them.

What’s different about this census?



This census will include questions about your sex, age, 
work, health, education, household size and ethnicity. 

For the first time, there will be a question asking people 
whether they have served in the armed forces. This will 
help organisations to support veterans in line with the 
Armed Forces Covenant.

What’s different… (Part II)?



There will also be voluntary questions for those aged 16 
and over on…
Sexual orientation: This is because ONS research 
showed a clear user need for this information.
Gender identity: This is because currently there are no 
official figures for people who identify their gender as 
different from the sex registered at birth.

What’s different... (Part III)



Results from Census 2021 
should be available within     
12 months for councils.
Personal records will be locked 
away for 100 years, kept safe 
for future generations. And 
long-distant episodes of 
Who Do You Think You Are. 

Waiting for the results...



These break down into...

1. National communication campaign. This has begun. 
2. Engagement activities. These have been building up since 

September when the census engagement managers 
started work.

3. Census 2021 Completion activities. Making sure as many 
forms as possible are filled in (to put it simply)

Census 2021 Timelines



There’ll be a letter in the post

Perhaps the most important thing to explain is that every 
household will receive a letter in the post with their 
unique access code. This code will allow them to 
complete the questionnaire online.

The next slide attempts to portray the census campaign.



Census campaign

22 – 27 

Feb

Advance 

card 

lands

Initial 

Contact 

Packs 

lands

3 – 12 

Mar

22 Mar – 1 

Apr
1 Apr – 9 

Apr

Reminder 

phase 1 

lands

Reminder 

phase 2 

lands

8 – 23 

March

Tranche 1 

Field Force 

23 – 30  

March 

Tranche 2 

Field 

Force

30 March – 30 April Tranche 3 Field Force

22 Apr –

29 Apr

16 April –

19 April

Reminder 

phase 3 

lands

Reminder 

phase 4 

lands

Initial 

Contact 

Packs 

lands
Census 

Day 21 

March

Non Compliance begins 

30 April

Census campaign

22 – 27 

Feb

Advance 

card 

lands

3 – 12 

Mar

22 Mar – 1 

Apr
1 Apr – 9 

Apr

Reminder 

phase 1 

lands

Reminder 

phase 2 

lands

8 – 23 

March

Tranche 1 

Field Force 

23 – 30  

March 

Tranche 2 

Field 

Force

30 March – 30 April Tranche 3 Field Force

22 Apr –

29 Apr

16 April –

19 April

Reminder 

phase 3 

lands

Reminder 

phase 4 

lands

Initial 

Contact 

Packs 

lands
Census 

Day 21 

March

Non Compliance begins 

30 April



Census challenges...

Helping everyone access the census

Sharing information to explain how census 
data helps the local community



Another challenge... 

● Helping those who may have difficulty 
doing the census online.



Any questions?

If I don’t know the answer, I will find out and 
get back to you. Thanks for listening…
Here’s my email:
julian.cole19@field.census.gov.uk


