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Voluntary Sector Forum for Learning Difficulties 

Wednesday 5th November 2014 
Minutes 

 
 
 

 

These people were at the meeting: 
Roger Butterfield  (Chair) 
Laura Davis    York CVS (Minutes) 
Rose Kent    Accessible Arts & Media 
Alison Jones   Accessible Arts & Media 
Becca Cooper    York People First 
Sandra Gilpin   York People First 
Andy Pollin   York People First 
Kate Hardcastle  York People First 
Elise Tagert   York People First 
John Brown   Healthwatch York 
Chris Hodgson   Healthwatch York 
Catherine Surtees  York CVS/City of York  
     Rewiring 
Rachel Barber   Clarence Gardens   
     Association 
Sarah Hendry   ILS 
 
Guests: 
Harkirit Boparai   York Human Rights City  
     Network  
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These people couldn’t come to the meeting: 
Karen Darley   City of York Council,  
     Workforce Development Unit 
Mel McQueen   York CVS 
Lee Greenfield   York Advocacy 
Siân Balsom   Healthwatch York 
 
The Chair’s Welcome: 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
asked everyone to introduce themselves.  It was noted 
that Rachel Barber was attending another meeting and 
would be arriving later. 

           

 
 
       

 
 
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes from the 10th September 2014 Meeting 
a)Are they right? – They were agreed as being 
correct. 
b)Matters arising –   

• Page 2 
Roger is still in the process of arranging for Guy 
van Dichele to attend a future meeting and June 
Peacock and Sue Reape.  It was reported that 
Kirsteen Murray has now left and Guy is currently 
covering Paul Edmondson-Jones’ work. 

• Page 6 
There were no updates on Winterbourne review 
work. 
ACTION: Roger to follow this up. 

• Transport.  It was noted that there had been a 
consultation document about future travel options 
and a meeting at Priory Street Centre on 3rd 
November about this.  Alison Jones attended and 
explained it involved group discussions and 
comments were recorded and will be fed back and 
further discussion will take place in the new year.  
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Alison was going to feedback that it would be 
better to engage people in smaller groups.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

York St John Research 
Roger reported that York St John had finished the 
first part of their research but couldn’t attend today’s 
meeting but will hopefully be able to attend in 
January.  They have made a bid for further funding 
to carry on the research project.  It was noted the 
Forum was really keen to hear what the research 
had found so far.  It was explained that there were 
lots of rules which York St John have to follow in 
order to ensure their research project is completed 
correctly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harkirit Boparai, York Human Rights City Network  
Harkirit was welcomed to the meeting and explained 
that York Human Rights Network was started 2 years 
ago and its aim is to make York the UK’s first Human 
Rights City.  It is about encouraging the council to 
consider ways in which to develop and promote human 
rights through advocacy and building capacity and 
empower citizens to make lives better.  Recently the 
network has been relaunched with the following aims: 

1) Reaching out to different organisations particularly 
those who don’t identify with human rights issues. 

2) Create a set of indicators to measure progress of 
human rights. 

3) Then the aim is to make recommendations to City 
of York Council to improve on these baselines. 

The focus is to be on discrimination, physical and 
mental health, housing, political engagement and 
employment amongst others. 
Harkirit explained that it is planned to hold some 
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focus groups run by York University students in the 
last week in November and first week in December.  
Harkirit asked if people would contribute to the focus 
groups and whether organisations would consider 
becoming members of the network.   
Forum members said they were interested in 
participating. 
It was suggested that Brunswick Nursery and people 
who live in housing through Wilf Ward and Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation would be useful to get in touch 
with as well as MESMAC. 
It was confirmed that it wouldn’t be appropriate to 
have a focus group which included people with 
learning difficulties and those with mental health. 
It was noted that any information would be useful to 
be put into an easy read format and York People 
First could assist with this. 
ACTION: Harkirit to forward information to Laura 
Davis to forward to Forum members. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent experience of a fall by a Forum Member  
A Forum member explained that in August he had 
had a fall in his flat and he lay on the floor for 24 
hours before managing to get to the phone to call for 
help.  As a result of his fall, the Forum member was 
in hospital for 3 days and then in Flaxman Avenue 
for 3 days.  The learning points from the experience 
were that the Forum member’s phone was not 
working and his pendant, which he wasn’t wearing, 
hadn’t been checked since 2003.   This has now 
been replaced with a wrist alarm.  The individual’s 
experience has been covered in York People First’s 
newsletter.  A discussion followed about where 
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responsibilities lie for safety checks on equipment.  It 
was discussed that both individuals and personal 
assistants should be checking equipment.  Personal 
assistants (PA) should be carrying out risk 
assessments with Care Managers.  
A book is going to be prepared for the individual and 
his PA of checklists of things to check and be aware 
of.  It was suggested that this would be useful to 
share with Healthwatch York and make available in 
an easy read format. 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 

Information Exchange 
• York People First explained they’d been working 

with York St John students on their project about 
shopping and have been doing some training 
sessions at York St John with occupational 
therapists. 

 On 20th November they are holding a Parliament 
 Day at the Folk Hall explaining all about 
 Parliament. 
 York People First are also a reporting centre for 
 small instances of hate crimes. 
 
• ILS explained that they have been working on 

Personal Health Budgets and have got some 
funding from the NHS to raise awareness.  On 9th 
February they are holding an event with 
Healthwatch York at the Folk Hall for voluntary 
and community sector organisations and health 
and social care organisations about personal 
health budgets, what they are and how they can 
be used.  It was explained that from April 2015 it 
is expected the personal health budgets will be 
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opened up to those with long term conditions as 
well.  It was noted that there was a lack of clarity 
on personal health budgets and perhaps this 
could be a useful future Forum discussion topic. 

ACTION: Laura to invite Victoria Pilkington from 
CCG to the March meeting.  
• Catherine Surtees reported that there had been 

an event on integrated personal commissioning 
earlier in the week where individuals will have a 
budget from adult social care and CCG and the 
individual chooses what they do with it.  The 
Government has a programme to help 
organisations and CCGs to pool resources and 
York are currently trying to complete a bid to get 
funding and expert help to pilot this approach.  
Even if this funding isn’t secured then 
organisations in York are still committed to this 
approach. 

• Rewiring - Catherine explained that some 
information should be coming out shortly about 
Adult Social Care and rewiring particularly around 
the Care Act, Carers, Carer’s Assessment and 
Advice and Information. 

• Healthwatch York– John Brown explained that the 
Mental Health guide will be launched at an event 
on 21st November.  The guide is still in draft and 
may not be printed by the event but will be by the 
end of the year. 

• Rose Kent – Reported that on the 18th December 
Accessible Media & Arts will be at St Crux.  Their 
main focus and concern is the implications of the 
rewiring programme and what will happen to 
Burton Stone Community Centre.  The building 
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will be put out to tender for one large provider or a 
consortia of providers and will be a community 
hub, specialist autism hub and learning difficulties 
activity hub. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Partnership 
Board next meets on 25th November 2014  
Everyone was asked whether there was anything they 
wished to raise at the next Partnership Board meeting 
on 25th November 2014.   
Becca asked why people with learning difficulties 
couldn’t be involved in the Learning Disabilities 
Working Group which reports to the Partnership Board.  
It was suggested that as the Partnership Board 
meetings are public, anyone can register to speak and 
attend. 
It was explained that there was a draft Terms of 
Reference paper for the Learning Difficulties Working 
Group which has been sent to the Partnership Board.  
It was noted that there was a real frustration with the 
lack of voice that people with learning disabilities have 
on these groups. 
 

 

Mental Health & Learning Disabilities Partnership 
Board Re-election of Forum Representative. 
Roger asked everyone if they were happy for Rachel 
Barber to continue in her role as the Forum’s 
representative on the Mental Health and Learning 
Difficulties Partnership Board.  This was agreed. 
 

 
 

Mental Health & Learning Disabilities Partnership 
Board - last met on 30th September 2014 
Rachel Barber entered the meeting. 
Rachel explained that the Learning Disabilities Working 
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Group had been set up to address issues which she 
had raised at the Partnership Board level.  The work 
plan also includes the Care Act and hate crime. 
 
It was mentioned there was an inclusion event on hate 
crime on Friday but no one at the Forum meeting had 
been invited. 
ACTION: Rachel Barber to advise people when the 
next Working Group meeting is to be held. 
It was agreed it would be a good idea to feedback to 
City of York Council to use the screen in their foyer 
area to show what meetings are where. 
If anyone has any further items for the work plan, 
please email Rachel Barber. 
 
Rachel explained that she is continuing to push for 
more than one representative on the Mental Health and 
Learning Disabilities Board as there are currently two 
mental health representatives. 
 
Rachel also updated that there had been an event 
about a large procurement for health services and 
initially it had been thought this was just for mental 
health services but it appears to cover a range of areas 
including carers, learning difficulties and older people.  
The specification is to be launched in January with a 
deadline in April and for services to be operational in 
October. 
ACTION: Rachel Barber will circulate the 
presentation from the event. 
Rachel was thanked for all her hard work. 
 

 Safeguarding 
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It was explained that Mel McQueen sits on the Adult 
Safeguarding Board and has asked for all the Forums 
to have safeguarding as a standing agenda item for 
any items to be raised and fed back to the Forum from 
the board.  It was raised that the public Forum 
meetings weren’t the appropriate place to discuss 
safeguarding cases, although safeguarding could be 
discussed in general terms.  It was noted that it was 
important to have an easy read version of the 
safeguarding procedures which Rachel Barber thought 
was about to be produced.  It was also noted that it 
would be important to know how it will be 
communicated. 
 

 
 
 

 

Any Other Business: 
• Rose Kent explained that the New Able website 

was proving a useful place to post up to date 
information. 

• Sarah Hendry explained that they have been 
looking at the new Care Act and the council are 
going to run some sessions with York 
Independent Living Network. 

• Rachel Barber explained that at Clarence 
Gardens they have a campaign to raise funds 
through crowdfunding to provide stop gap funding. 

 

Date of the next meeting 
All to be held at Priory Street Centre 
Wed 7th January  1:30pm-3:30pm 
Wed 11th March   10am - 12pm 
Mon 11th May  10am - 12pm 
Mon 13th July  10am - 12pm 
Mon 7th September 10am - 12pm 

 Mon 9th November 10am - 12pm 
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